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Prepared by Fr. Thomas Henehan, MM, Cochabamba, Bolivia 

 
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Psalms 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14; Philippians 3:17--4:1 or 3:20--4:1; 
Luke 9:28-36 
 

Throughout Bolivia the complex global crisis (i.e., global warming, financial 
instability, growing gap between the rich and the poor, lack of intercultural dialogue, and 
the increase of violence) is seen as failing to understand the true meaning of life. 
Bolivians, on all levels, have struggled these past few years to articulate the true meaning 
of life and to incorporate it into the text of the national constitution that was approved by 
a referendum during 2009. They are looking for a radical change in understanding 
themselves as a nation. They are looking for ways to address the crisis that daily is lived 
out in Bolivia, South America’s poorest country. They believe that the solution is 
intimately related to their very identity as a nation. 
 Bolivia has deep roots in the indigenous cultures that are the basic ingredients of 
the local identity. The attempt to turn things around and develop a new way of thinking 
(metaphysics) has found possible solutions in the cultures that make up their identity. For 
example, the Quechua word, Chakana, or the Aymará word, Jakaña, communicates an 
integral way to live and to perceive life. 
 These concepts highlight the difference between “living well” and “living better.” 
The former is seen as opposed to the latter. “Living well” is understood as an integral 
concept that goes well beyond just existing. It is understood as all that is required to “live 
well”: a household, relationships, respect, energy, audacity, beauty and peace. It requires 
a spirit of receiving and being received. It implies a family spirit that cares for and 
nourishes a life of peace and enjoyment. 
 According to the Bolivian thinking, “living better” is the attitude that currently 
generates the multifaceted global crisis. In Bolivia it has resulted, among other evils, in 
causing many children to be orphans and elderly to be abandoned. They have realized 
that to live better than others – with its imposed rules and norms – ends up happening at 
the expense of others. 
 Although Bolivians are a long way from being a model to the planet of a people 
who have found the answer to the world’s problems, with its indigenous tradition it has a 
great deal to contribute to a new way of thought and behavior rooted in its very identity 
as a mainly indigenous country. 
  In the readings of today’s liturgy we find many elements that help us understand 
the need to recover our identity and identify the depth that is called forth in order to 
address current global challenges. 
 Today’s readings speak of two key events: an exodus and transfiguration. 
 Some authors maintain that the Transfiguration was an “exodus experience” for 
Jesus. An exodus, from this perspective, means leaving one reality or one way of behaving 
and entering into a new stage of life, a new way of behaving thereby becoming a cross-
roads moment in the life of Jesus. 



 The Transfiguration of Jesus can be understood as an internal and personal 
experience quite possibly during a time of prayer. It was a profound mystical prophetic 
experience. It was a way of being in touch with his own identity: he was not Moses and 
he was not Elijah as many had thought. As he stood between the two, the Father 
recognized him as His Beloved Son, His chosen one, and we are called to “listen to Him!” 
That was important for Jesus as he was about to enter Jerusalem and face his passion and 
death, the initial event of a personal exodus that would culminate with the resurrection. 
The deepest part of Jesus was called forth by this exodus experience. Knowing of the love 
of his Father was what transfigured Jesus. 
 To experience this profound mystical experience, Jesus chose the three key leaders 
of what would become the early Church: Peter, James and John. Throughout their 
relationship with Jesus they had often been confused and disoriented. Peter is seen here as 
speaking out in favor of settling into a comfortable mode, looking for an easy way to 
avoid continuing on the road that would lead to the passion and death of Jesus, thus 
avoiding the real objective of the exodus which is a new eternal reality, that is, life in all 
its fullness, “living well.” 
 This Sunday’s readings invite us to fully enter into a mystical prophetic experience 
with Jesus, not only relating to him as our Lord and Savior, but listening to Him, 
following his teachings and imitating his life, his behavior, his way of relating to others, 
especially the excluded and the poorest of the poor. Just as Jesus grows in his identity as 
the Beloved, we are challenged to search within the deepest part of our lives and 
acknowledge our very identity as citizens and disciples of the Reign of God. The 
Transfiguration invites us to experience the love of the Father as Jesus did and to also be 
transfigured. It is only then that we will be able to meet the challenges of the current 
global crisis, opting not to “live better” but to “live well.” 
  
 
The Bolivian people are currently looking at what is being called forth from their rich 
tradition and indigenous cultures to generate a commitment to a mystical and prophetic 
way of life consistent with the orientation given in today’s readings. How are we called 
forth from our rich tradition and culture to respond to today’s global crisis? 
 
How do we allow ourselves to be transfigured as disciples and missioners by the mystical 
and prophetic experience of the transfiguration of Jesus? 
 
How can we be a sign to the world, and faithful citizens of the Reign of God, without 
being content like Peter with “being good that we are here”? 
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